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He too frequently displayed a fighting spirit,
where tolerance and a willingness to admit of
another point of view would have shown to
greater advantage.

Jami commenced his education at Herat. He
strongly objected to the disciplinary methods of
instruction, was not studious as a boy, and pre-
ferred games rather than the study of books.
But he was naturally clever, naturally quick at
absorbing knowledge with a minimum of labour.
It is said of him that he used to snatch a book
from one of his fellow students while on his way
to school and excel them all when they were
examined in class.

Jami soon left his instructor Mulla Junaid and
became a pupil of Khwajah 'Ali al-Saxnarqandi.
Jami was so brilliant a scholar that after forty
lessons further instruction from his master was
quite unnecessary. After attending a series of
lectures by Qazi Rum, at Samarqand, he sue-
ceeded in getting the best of an argument with the
learned professor who had given the lectures. It
might have been expected that the defeat of an
older man of letters than Jami wpuld have pro-
duced ill-feeling ; but quite the contrary was the
case. Qazi Rum, before a large assembly, de-
scribed Jami thus : " Since the building of this
city, .no one equal, in sharpness of intellects and
power of using them, to young J4mi, has ever
crossed the Oxus and entered Samarqand." This